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To his Reverend andhonoured 
Brethren, The Paſtors, Elders, and Deacons 4 
of the French-Church in London. 671.35 $12"; 


ou 


> Reverend and Honoured Brethren, J R 
Py | He Ambaſſadour of the Eupętour 
6 Ns Mho tas wt to 
the great Emperor of the Tyrks | 
writes that he ſaw at Con- 
weft an Emblewe re- 
preſented on A piece of Tape- 
try; made of an _ exquiſite 
work, containing four Candle- 
| flicks with four Candles, which repreſented fo ſorts 
| of Religions ; as namely, the Heat hemiſb, the iſh 
| _- - the Chriſtian, and the Mabometan. Three. the 
candleſticks were turned topſiegurvie with therr three 
Candles extinguiſhed; but the fourth Candleſtick 
ſtood upright, with its Candle burging : There wes 
| this Arabicall Inſcription. This is the true Ly 
| thinking to make to world to 2 that the Ma 
wet ane Religion is the onely 4 true light; andi 
| $4 | : 
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A Light,.rep ja tea and preſented, nb in, nor by 
—- the books 4 ſophers, Tor in theT, ald and 


4 Cahaleof 15 paring nor in the Alcoramof the Ma- 
_ auc but within and by t the holy Ser ture, which 
ts 44 reſents vnto ut, our Lord ejus Chrif | 
ue liglii ho lighteth every man that cometh 
into the world, that whoſoever lieves in him and 


3 whoſe 1 is "rh Faches jp his- 
FX ſtrengt It is that. Jeſus Chriſt the Son of righteos 
noſe 1 8 by bis pe "wy relighven rhe Peres, 1 
art the Ang els of the Churches ;, it is he that 
; walks amidſt the FA Candle flicks, which are the 
Churches, and doth enlighten them by. bis holy word, | 
which 14 lamp unto their feet, fla ee of light 
to paſſengers inthe dark nights on. ſea, . which doth 
enlighten them within the glittering rages. of his holy 
YL ſpirit. 'It is that divine word, that gliſtering light of 
3 the old and Nem Teſtament, of the Lam and of the 
80 ſpel, carried by the Torch. bearers, the excelent 
: and Bot „ ede, Apoſtles, Evange ſt and Mini- 
_ > frercof he word of God. But the worl unbelievers, 
, - whether Heathens, Hereticks, or Prophame perſons , | 
* hath "ot known nor received this marvellous light o f 
. e word, but hath rejetted it it, ; Indeavoured 
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ther. The:Manichees hive refuſe Fas 
nent. The Ptolemaits. haverejeed the five books of 
Moſes, which theSadduces did onzlysmbrace,refuſing 
all other books of the old Teſtament. The Anabaptiſts _ 
rej ett the book of Eccleſiaſtes, & the canticle of Can- 
ticles. Porphyrius 4d refuſe the book of the Prophet 
Daniel, and the Nicolaitans did the like of the Vis Y 
of the royatl Prophet David. The Jews rejed all the 
New Teſtament. The Ebronites have onely Saint Mat- 
thews Goſpel, and Cerinthus approved that of Saint 
Mark; Cerdon that of Saint Luke; the Valentini- 
ans did onely imbrace that of Saint John, aul the 
Tatians, onely the book of the Acts of the Apoſtles: 
Thefe are thoſe that have blot out the paſſages of holy 
Scripture, which were contrary to their opinions and 
practiſet. Marcion the Heretick did blot ont the paſ- 
ſages of Tee Joh, and of the Apoſtles Epiſtles, 
that maintained the Deity and humanity of our Lord: 
Jeſus Chriſt; I be Papiſts' do rage out ntany ſentencet 
that repugne their falſe dogmes,. and among others, the 
ſecond” Commandement of the Morall Law: Thou 
ſnalt not make unto thee any graven image, &. 
is left out, as appears in many of their Printed bools. 
But behold a'ſtrange caſe , that among thoſe of the 
reformed Religion there are ſome here in England, 
that have cauſed ſome Paſſages of the holy Scripture to 
be. _ out that were written on the walls of 
Churches. As for Fxample, there was a ſuffragant 
the archi of Canterbury, 'who 2 be 4 | 
theſe troubles didex communicate two Churbwardens, . 
becauſe they had not blotted out that notable and true 
_ Sentence: 
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- ſentence written on the wall of the Church (where he 
kept his Spirituall Court) My Houſe ſhall be called 
the Houſe of prayer, but ye have made it a den 
of thieves; yea there was at the /aute time 4 Biſhop 
in England, who cauſed the Clark of 4 Pariſb in his 
Dioceſſe, to blot out that Divine ſentence written on 
tho wall, juſt right over the Miniſters pulpit. Neceſſi- 
ty:is laid upon me, yea wo is unto me if I preach 
not the Goſpel. An inſupportable boluneſſe, and 
which cannot be paralelled, theſe:perſons, would in 
all appearance have indeauoured to have blotted theſe 
Divine Sentence: out of the books of holy Scripture, if 
it had been in their power. Cumanus a Heathen Go- 
vernour of the Romanes, cauſed a Romane Souldier to 
be beheaded: for tearing the books of Moles, at the 
Sack of acity, to appeaſe the tumult of the Jews, who 
were ſcandaliſed thereat. Surely God ſaith in the 
Apocalipſe chap.22.19. If any man ſhall take a- 

way from the words of the book of this Prophe- 

ſic, God ſhall take away his part out of the Book 

of Life, and out of the holy City. :Now whereas 1 
have expounded in your Church the aforeſaid paſſage 

of the 1 Corinth. 9. 16. For though I preach the 

Ooſpel, I have nothing to glory of, for neceſſity 

is laid upon me; yea wo is unto if I preach not 

the Goſpel. I do repreſent and preſent the Sermon 

umto you, becauſe it is due unto you, having been the 

927 5 thereof; for being requeſted by Letters ſigred 

by The Paſtor and fome of the Elders and Deacons of 
your Chitreh , in Fhe ue of them all, to come to 

bundon; 70 oſiſt ro the exanrination of the Honoured 

brother mur. Stouppe', where divers reverend bre- 

»* vI\v } : | 


thren 
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thren, Miniſter: did aſſiſt, with the Elders and Des- 
cons of the Cœtus of the Dutch and French 
Churches of London; and having heard bim both in 
his Sermon ad Clerum, and his Latine Theſes, as al- 
o in bis Anſwers to what er- ee were pro- 
pounded unto him; the company did receive ſuch con- 
tent ment and [atisfatiion, as he was judged able and 
capable to be received and confirmed in the holy Mi- 
niſtry. Tee did me the honor to requeſt me to preach 
and per form the Action on the day of his Ordination, 
at which aſſiſted the Reverend Bret brew, My, Calen- 
drin Paſtor of th: Dutch Church, and Mr, Ciſmer 
Paſtor of your Church: we all throe together gave the 
Impoſition of hands on the ſaid honoured brother Mr. 
Stouppe. Now I put this Sermon in print,becanſe this 
ATion of Impoſition of hands , bath been little 
quent and uſed in your Church: for there are very near 
50 years fence, Mr. Aurelius deceaſed ſor of an Italian 
was the laſt 1h.it received the Impoſition of hands,and 
mat received Miniſter of your Church; the other Pa- 
ſtors that came ſinee, were miniſters, and the moſt 
part old ones, before they were Paſtors of your 
Chnreh. Beſides there are Miniſters, eſperially in 
France, who have cauſed their Sermons to be printed. 
on occaſions of the like 12 awd of the ſame na- 
ture. Adde unto this, that there are many that could 
not be preſent at the Sermon, that will be glad to read 
that which they bave not ſeen nor heard v and there 
are others that will be content to yejreſh their emo. 
ries thereby. I bave added here and there, an . 
pecially that which concern: this Countrey and Nai 
on; -whith"the ſhortneſſevf vime did not * 8 
1h. 
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Honorable Houſes of Parliament: ſetting forth to light 
that which they had conceived, and premeditated in 
their thoughts, which the brevity of time did not give 
b them — to preach; and that without any prej u- 
= dice either of the Chriſtian hearer or Reader, but ra- 
4 ther with pleaſure and much profit, and have been 
both praiſed and thanked for it. As concerning the 
vi e or laying on of the hands, by ws the Mi- 
niſters that were preſent, on our ſaid brother; it is 
true, that France, Holland, and here among us, and 
elſewhere; it is ordinarily done by one Miniſter alone, 
where there are no other miniſters preſent, yea by one 
miniſter alone, although there are other miniſters pre- 
ſent, that give onely the right hand of fellowſhip to 
the miniſter confirmed. Notwithſtanding the Adian 
of the Inpoſition of hands is a thing indifferent in 
the opinion and judgement of many learned men,whe- 
ther one miniſter, or many miniſters together do give 
the Impoſetion of hands on that perſon that is recei- 
ved into the miniſtry, ſo that the praFice of the one 
onght not nor cannot prejudice or condemn the pra- 
Tice of the other, We have all three miniſters laid our 
: hands on Mr. Stouppe. Certes one of the Conncels 
» | of Carthage, did ordain that the miniſters preſent, 
. ould l ty han1s on the head of the miniſter. ordained; 
the which hath been praiſed at all times, yea and a- 
mong the Papiſtzand there are Ads of Parliament in 
England to that effect, in the time of Kine Edward 
the 6. and of Queen Eliſabeth of happy memory, and 
| 1 


| publiſh in ihe Tulpit; Ihope that I ſhall have the ſame 
liberty permitted unto me, which the wort hy Fngliſh 
Miniſters haue bad, that have . before the 
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1 Tim. 4.14 and notwith tariding be nekes mention 


and Raron, who took not that honour unto them. 4 
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tn for the laying on of bam s, ic dome by. 

er win, F yof Prey. . 
indeed if we mount n weſbal find that that 
was practiſed in the Primitive Church, in the tire 
of the Apoſtle, for % eure, that Saul or Paul re- 
ceived 2 off hands by mung, Acts chap. 
14.3. und the ſame; Apeſt e af H mpef tlek 
of hand? given unto Timothy bis wn fh le 
faith; ſaith, Stir up the gift of God Which in 
thee er putting on of my hands, a. Tig, 
but. he bad ſcnil bo fert. Neglect not abe gift that is 
in thee, which n propheſie, b 
che laying on of the: hands of the Freshy 


in theſe two places of one ſame action, and of.ane fam 
perſon,namely Timothy ordained and confirmed: Paul 
as he was an Apoſtle, being the primam amd the ꝑrin- 
cipall in this action of the Impoſition of hands, with 
the others. But alat we have in theſe times in this 
Land, ſome t hatiſay tbey are inlightened, having 2 

r are notwithſtanding wandring þ 
ſtarres, as, Saint Jude ſaith; who care neither for a 
the lay ing on of hands, nor of the right hand of fel- 1 
lowſhip who as the Enthuſtafts have revelations and * 2 of 
viſions ʒ and run and propheſie (as heretofore the A. #5 
nabaptiſts did) without any ordinary or extraordi- 3 
nary calling; taking a Priviledge above Jeſus Chriſt 


ſelves, nor glorified themſelves, but were called | 

of God. they are blind guides, and leaders of the 1 

blind, and if the blind lead the blind, both ſhall fall 1 
{as B | 
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15 the- ſame Nee e dutics 

tereGfGodaandthe ualit ies that they oughc 

0 the (even Hirſt verſes ol that Chapter 
--which the A LO prop deck in the ninth 

mpter of this firſt Epiſtle to the- Corinthians ; he fers 

forth unto us explicit! _ implicitly, two forts of Pa- 

tors; The one ſort of Paſtors, are ſuch of whom an an- 


er ſpeaked, Proms Tie 4 there are 


re are few, many but few in ef- 


855 7 hs. have ke charge, to Nagel the Goſpel, butdo 


ot preach it; b They arewatthmen that are blind, they are 
640. es 1954 that cannot bark, as the Prophet. Iſaiah 5255 
gem: th 9 1 ore wo unto them becauſe t 
x the Go 101 aich e Apoſtſe reachech” us co 

ul oh, hs this echth verſe of gur Text." 
"cond ſort is of thoſe that are 4. 5 
E but alſo in effect; whom the Apoſtle in 

. two ranks, The ove, that pr each Sadr Mit again 
4 their will, "thongh * peg of abe Faro menethe d 
Jena unth Ie © © In the 17 verle of this E at tREPro- 


phet ona, who the word of God to the Ni- 
nivites a; 7 his defire, and as it were perforce. The 


-others.tha Ilingly ; whom the 
th 114 | e tw. 2 Stel do 


2 Cory. dg of & hap. even 7 bath the Lord W My Pia 
29. which preach the Goh 1 ſhould live of the e Sou So Saint pe- 
ef, and t e br Kale of our Lord and thꝭ rſt of 
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4 1. l. PO in the Lord. He might well glory that he was ele- 
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. thuudering from hab © tremblingund 
Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? and immaliately: 
the voyce of Chriſt ; he ſpeaks freely in Dama 


th N ſeus, c 00 -/ - | 
founds the Jews, and coi.fiams that Jeſus is the Chriſt; * 
and therefore, O King Agrippa, d 1 was not dſobedient unt o 4 an; 16, 
the heaw-nly viſion, but ſhewed unto them of Damaſcus, end 19. 
at Jeruſalem, and throughout all the coaſts of Judea, and then 
to the Gentiles, that they ſhould repent, & c. and thereſore the 
Apoſtle did preach willingly and not by compulfion; he 
ſpeaks no? ofen ce ty of coaction, but he ſpeaks of ano- 
ther neceſſity. This neceſſity is twofold; the one in re- 
gard of the people, and the other in regard of himielt. 

Firft of all, in regard of the people; ſo i; war neceſſa- 
ry that the Apoſtle ſhould preach the Goſpel unto the © 
people of Godʒb caufe that the Minifti y of Gods word | 
is ſo neceſſary, that the ſaviour of the world fairh © One e Luke 10. 
hin is needſulf. And the wile King Salomon foretelleth ; 42. 
f Where there is no viſion the people periſh, and there is no 
light of the ſunne, — meat nor drink, ſo neceſſary to 44 1 
foment and noui iſh this animal and corruptible lite; a8 * 
the miniſty of the Apoſtles and Poſtors, is to preſerve ibhe | 
Church of God, and to foment and cheriſh it with the 
word of God, which is the ſpiricuall food of our ſouls. 

The ſecond neceſſity is in regard of himſelf, in as much 
as he was an Apofile; for neceſſity was laid upon him to 
preach, which was in r. ſpect of the neceſſity of obligati» 
on, and that was double. | 

1. In regard of the Commandementof God, for God 
bad called Paul to the Apoſtleſhip, and had commanded 
hin to preach, h Paul was gte be an Apoſtle ſeparated unte 
the Golpel of God and as it N HAid of the Prophet Feremiab, . 
i gefore I formed thee in the belly, I hnew thee ; and before then n 
cameſt forth of the womb faudbifted thee, and I ordained thee a 
Prophet unte the Nations. So the Apoſtierells us of himſelf. þ Gal.1.15 
Ihen it pleaſed God, who ſeparated me from ny Ma ther 16. OY 
. womb, and called me by bis grace to reveal bis fon in me, that . 
might preach him among, the Heathen, And Cſteiſt calls unto / 88 a6. 
Paul, l riſe & ſtand upen thy feet, for I have appeared unto thee far 16,17. | 
lap} rake thee a miniſter and a witneſſe both of theſe. - 


» 
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4 
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6 Rom. 1. 1 4 
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appear unto ber; delivering thee from the. people, and fromthe 
7 Ames 3. Gentiles; unto who now I ſend tee. Andi therefore m The 
: Lin batb roared, who will uot fear 7 The Lord Gad hath ſpo- 

ben, who can but prophefie * Amaziah the Prief of Bethel ſaid, 


15. 1 Judah, and there eat bread, and prepheſie there; but propheſie 
b not again any more at Bethel; for it is the Kings Chappel, and 
it is the Kings Court. Then anſwered Amos and [ajd to Ama- 

ziah, I was no Propbet, neither was I a Prephets ſon, but T ways 

en berdman, and a gatherer of Sycomore fruit; and the Lord teok 


phefie unto my people Iſtael. As if Amos had ſaid, I did not 
heretofore propheſie, but now Ido propheſic, for there 

is a neceſſity laid upon me to prophelie. So Saint Paul 

t. - was neither an Apoftle, nor an Apoſtles fon, but a Pha- 
riſee, and a perſecutor of the Apoftles, and diſciples of 
Chriſt, and of his Church; but after he received a Com- 
mandement from Chrift, Go, I do ordain thee a miniſter of the 
+ Gentiles; this neceſſity was laid upen bim to preach the 
Goſpel. This neceſſity of Gods command did make M- 

fes to teach the — of the Jews, although he was a- 
doyted ſon of the daughter of Pharaoh. It was this that 
induced the Prophet Tjaiah to propheſie, although rich, 
and noble, being the uncle unto the King Manaſſes (ac- 


though an Hebrew of the Hebrews, of the tribe of Benje- 
min, a Phariſee as touching the Law, brouglit up at the 
feet of Gamaliel, did preach; for the neceſſity of Gods 
Command occaſione:{ the neceſſity of obligation + Saint 
bs. Paul was obliged by the Cummandment of God to preach. 
8 the Goſpel, without any glorying therein; ® When ye 
2 17. ſhall have dene all thoſe things which are commanded, you ſay, 
=» de are wiprofitable ſervants, we have done that which was our 
_ MF duty to do, faith Chriſt the Saviour of the world unto his 
S- Diſciples. - .. .. - 

3 . Saint Paul was bound to preach the Goſpel by his 
= M calling, for his office, and thoſe excellent and eminent ti- 
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things whith thas bat ſeen end of theſe things in the which I will 


1 Amos 7. a unte Amos; O thou Seer, go flee thee away into the Land ef 


me a I ſollowed the flock, and the Lord (aid unto me, g pro- 


cording to the opinion of the Hebrews) So likewiſe Paul 


tles. 


Acne 
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ay 


tles ol bis vocatian did to LS, 
pher; Pf he Apoſtles, 1 Sg RE g 
word of God, are ſt ilec dthe Chariots of ha oh, erſe⸗ 
men tbereef; Angels , ur hg » Biſhops, everſeers, ſuperin- 
tendants, fiſbers of men, the light and ſalt of the earth, worker 
and labourers, yea labsurers together with God, builders, vine- 
dreſſers, Paſtors, Pirituel Fathers, Sie ward. of the myſterie, 
of God, ſaviours, ſtarres in tbe right baud of Criſt 5 and ↄther 
1 titles and admirable names that ate attributed and 
appropriated unto them in holy ſcripture; to ſhew and 
ſigniſie their calling, their charge, their ducy, and their 
honour, 00 gaze Timotbeus the Muſician wai ſo 15 
pert, learne irable in his art; i at he made 
men, Lions or Lambs, when lie would; for p aying on, his 
inftcumenc, he did ſo fic up and ee Alexander the 
great, that he did armhimſelf with all bis armour, ani- 


7 
) 

) 

mated and Ppravokeg with courage and. An 4 255 and * 
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he againſt his enemies, and ha. an u han ON 
the tune andnotes, hie touched fo (w .efly 6 U. t the: 
of his inſtrument, that he did eur and tio Kite 
Alexander, he did calm him and made him as ſu ple and 
quiet as a Lamb. The Miniſters of God ate inticled Boa- 
uerges, which is the ſong of thunder, Mark 3. 17. who ani- 
mate and encourage the faithfull Þ to take the whole armour „ Epb.s 19 
14 God, having their lojns girt about wi'Þ firuth, and habing on 15,16, 17. 
breaf plate 7 righteoſneſſe, their ſect ÞÞ et ſhud with be prepare- 
tion of the Goſpel of peace, above al thing the ſhield 4 2 
and FA helmet of ſalvation, and the ſword of the is which 
175 ba 17 05 11 0 0 Weapon wo etc 2 
ail Fung Id, and the Ach, nth * . 
ph They arg befides 11 another confide- 
bes fti 25 then. ges the _ of thunder, to thunder the 
' Judgements oh God again cee and to draw them to 


e Aenne 0 aim them, and make 
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ne. They are fliled Barſabar, Act. 1.23. to wit ſons of 
erfolg, converting finnes to repentance, yes and 
they are called Bar- jonas ſons of the dove, that is to ſay, 
ſons of peace and reconciliation. So that theſe titles 
which are gien them do ſhew their Office and duty, their 
honor and charge, for ic is not an idle dignity, but a 
work and honourable burden. Thus in the Old Teſta- 
7 Habbak. 1 ment r The burden which Habbakuck the Prophet did ſee, and 
5 » Saint Paul in the new Teſtament calls it ſ grace and Ayoſtle · 
em. 1. 5. ſhip or charge of Apoſtle. Now theſe titles above menti- 
oned did appertain unto Paul as an apoftle and Evangeliſt, 
to repreſent his vocation, office, obligation, and there- 
fore neceſſity was laid upon him to preach. the Goſpel. 
But beſides this twotold neceſſity; there was another 
neceſſity that did preſſe and urge him, namely the threat- 
ning and curſe of the Lord, in cafe he ſhewed himſelf re- 
ftactory, and diſobedient and would not preach the Go- 
1 nd that is chat which the Apoſlle propoundeth in 
the lafkplace, Which he faith, | 
Tea wo ii uno me, if Tpreath nat the Goſpel: 
Here we muſt obſerve that the word Wo is taken in holy 
3 Writ two manner of wayes. 
I. It doth fignifie a'corporall wo, a temporall curſe, 
calamity and miſery. 80 e 
| 2. A fpiricuall and everlaſting woand'cyrſe. When 
Mat. 24. Jeſus Chriſt aid, » o unto them that are witÞ child, and fo 
15. them that give ſuck in thoſe dayes ; he ſpeaks not there of a 
ſpirkazllay cernall wo, but of a temporall and cor- 
porall wo, Whegeunto women that are Vith -· child and 
that give ſuck, ſhall be ſubject in choſe times. Bar when 
x Lak C. 25 be faith, x. Ys unte you that are rich, for ye bave received your 
© conſolation, &c. He {peaks of a ſpirituall and everlaſting 
wo ſo the rich man that had had here on earth his con- 
(olation, was in eterhall defolarion and miſery in hell. 
„Luk. 1c. f. For Abraham ſaid b y that thou in thy Life 
imme received good things, & likewiſe Lizarys evil things, but f 
be is comforted and thou art tormented, Aud the Reprobates d 


be Captives, 
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feel in hell unſpeakable rorments, which eye hath never 
ſeen, nor ear heard, ne icher hath entred into the heart of 
man, crying out unceſſantly, V, wo unto us. 
Now when the Apoſtſe ſaith here, wo z unto me, he 
means it not in the fuft ſenſe, he ſpeak not of a tempo- 
rall and corporal] wo: he would and ſhould rather have 
ſaid in that ſenſe, wo is unto me that Ipreach the Go- 
ſpel, and happy ſhould] be, if I did not preach the Go- 2 
ſpel, for the apoſt e becauſe of the preaching of the Go-. > SIR 
Gel. was In temporall miſery, in afflictions, in tribula- 
tions, in perſecution in priſon, wipped, toned, and in 
extreme danger of death. The prophet Jeremiah cryes + .. 
out * Wo is me my mother, that thou haſt born me a man of ſtrife, x er. 8 .o 
and a man of contention to the whole earth, and eliewhere : 
faith, 1* am in deriſſon daily, every one mocketh me, for ſince Jer. 20. 7. 
Ke cryed out, Iched violence and ſpoil, becauſe tbe word 
of the Lord was made a reproach unto me, and a drrifion daily. 
Even ſo the Apoſtle might very well ſay of himſelf; wo 
unto. me that I preach the Goſpel, for I am eſteem da 3 
man of ſtrife for the Goſpels ſake, * We are made a ſpetid- 1 Cor. 55 1 
cle unto the world, wito Angel: and to men, we are made as the 13, 
filth. of the world, and are become the eff. ſecuring of all things 
unto this day. The Apoſtle therefore takes not this word 
wo in this ſenſe; but he means firſt and principally of in- 
ternall-and eternall wo; cverlaſting damnation and 
death hangover my head, if 1 preach not che:Goſpel, _ . -__ 
and this neceſſity is impoſed on him it he will not incur © 
eternall death, therefore he addes in this ninth. cha 
ter of our Text, Leaſt by any means when 1 have pregched to 
others, I my ſelf ſhould be a caſt away. And elſe where h I en. 
truſt that ye ſhall km that we are not reprobates. And . 6.4% © 
therefore he exhorts his diſciple Timothy, -< Take. heed unto * | 
thy ſelf and unto the doFrine, .. continue in them, for in doing this, * TIA. 4. 
thou | rn ſave ihy ſelf, and them that bear. thee; It js not 
40 pe ghee | Paſtors: are the 89 hut God 
doth uſe and-imploy their miniſtiꝝ to ſane them they 
are like the finger of Saint · Jobm Baptifhy ſuew ing therm | 
Gilad lying, Eg, Obi ee 
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the fu of the world. Or like untò thoſe that brought unto 

"Jeſus Chriſt the blind or lunatick , or that had the pal- 

ie, or poſſeſſed with Devils, or ſuch like, t hat he might 

heal them. Now the word of God threatens thoſe ſhep- 

herds that do not their duty, nor execute their office, 

c Ezcch.39 4 Wobe to the ſhepherds of Iſrael that do feed themſelves; ſhould 

2, not the ſbepherds feed their flocks ? in like manner the Pi o- 

a phet Feremiah ſpeaks in the name of the Lord, © Vo unto 

e Jer. 23. 1. the Paſtors that deſtroy and ſcatter the (beep of my Paſture (faith 

the Lord) and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt did pronounce the 

ſentence of wo againſt the Scribes, Phariſees, and Do- 

f Mu. 23. Ctors of the Law; f o unto Scribes and Pbariſees, Hypo- 

14.16. crates, for ye ſhut up the Kingdome of heaven againſt men, for ye 

neither go in your ſelves, neither ſuffer them that are entring to 

"goin, & c. Wounto yeutlind guides. It is not there fore with - 

out- ground and reaſon that the Apo le ſaith here, wo 
unto me, if I preach not the Goſpel of Chriſt. 

Obſerve again, that the Apoſtle ſaith here, if I preach 
not the Goſpel; he ſaycs not it 1 preach not the traditi- 
„ oom of'the Phariſtes, the ceremonies of the Jews, the 

injunctions of men, or the Statutes of Princes, but the 
Goſpel which Jeſus Chriſt hath preached and command- 
ed; and therefore not another Goſpel, it is not to ſay 
that there is another Goſpel, another Jeſus, another 
ſpiricꝭ i2 Or, v1.4.'- (for there is but one true Chrift, one 


. 22 


the Geſpel of Chriſt, as we call the falſe Church, a Church 

but abuſive ly, and clear from the righo'uſe and ſenſe; 
now as wo is unto him it he preacheth not the Goſpel, ſo 

21,192 54 > Worm him if he preach another Goſpel than the 
y b Ads 24 > Goſpel of Chriſt. Therefore the Ap fle protefts' Þ That 
2 . de halh not ſbunned to declare all thei Councel of God, and that 
ide bac received of the Lord that which be bad deliverec u ts 
- them, 1 Cor. 11. 23. not mans tradition in licu-of Gods 
edtumundements (us Oht iſt ceproaches the Phariſees bu c 
at obſ e er that was commanded to the 
a '\Apetirero keep add teach; ecording to this comman- 
eee. t ent, Bend Ferer frithe Han men pecb, let him ical 
a | " . N a 
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g Gal.,.q, true Goſpel, to ſpeak properly) but it is ®Uperverting f 
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as theereclesof God : this was repreſented by Aaron who 
had round about the hem of his garment bells of gold 


will b:fall them. 


. ee oe 


end pomegranates between them, Exod. 28. 33. the ſound 

of the bells fignihed the preaching and that divine and 

excellent harmony of the true and pure Doctrine of the 

word. And certes, Paftors are the Ambaſſidours of God. 

Now as an Ambaſſadoue of a King dares not advance any 

thing of his own, nor exceed or go beyond his Com- 

miſhon z but governs himſelf according to his commiſſi- 

on and preſcriptions that are given him in writing by 

him that ſends him. Even ſo the Miniſters of the. Goſpel. 

who are the Ambaſſadours of the great God, do in like 

manner. The voyce of God ſaith unto Iſaiah the Pro- 

phet,* Cry; be dates not notwithſtanding cry of his own 4 Ia. 95. 6. 

head, or put forth his own intention, his own inventi« 

on, but he ſaith unto God, Vbat ſhall Tcry? then the voyce 

doth ſuggeſt unto him the matter aud ſubj. & of the cry; 

thence it came to paſſe that he was accuſtomed to cloſe all 

his propheſies with this ſentence, as he ſaith in the pre- 

cedent fifth verſe of that chapter, for the mouth of the 

Lord hath ſpoken it. The Lord faich unto Jeremiah, 116. 1.7.9. 
c wharſoever I command thee, that thou ſhalt ſpeak, | 
«© and the Lord put forth his hand, and touched his 
mouth, and the Lord faid unto him, behold, I put my 

* word In thy m outh. It is that which the Prophet Eæeti⸗ 

el repreſents unto us, what God ſpeaks uato him,ſaying; 

cem Son of man eat this roll, and ſpeak tothe houſe of „ Exzech. z. 
e I(rael; then I did eat it, then he ſaid, go, get thee 172. 

« unto the houſe of Iſrael, and ſpeak with my words uns 

«r6 them, giving to underſtand thercby, that his pro- 
pheſies were a recitall of che words contained in the roll, DN 
which was given him to eat; according to which the 
Prophets ordinarily began their propheſic. Thus ſaith the 
Lord, and the mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken it: Togliveus -: - ! + 
to underſtand, that the Prophets, Apoſtles, and Paſtor ,n, 
ought not to teach or preach any thing,but the word and 
willof God; for if they propheſie, teach 


or preach any 9 _ 
thing bur the er ef Godard the GoſpdlotCheiſhwo 2 +. 


* 


"Theſe thines bring thus briefly expounded, it remains 
that we apply them unto-our ſelves, to our ule, and for 
our inſtruction. 6 
4 From hence we have an uſe of redaręu: ion; ſor this 
Doctrine condemas thoſe of whom Gregory ſpeaks, the 
world is full of pricfts, and notwithftanding, there are 
found but few Laebcurers in the harveſt; they take apon 
them the office, but do not execute the charge, they leave 
the charge, the preaching and the office, and take the bene- 
fice and benefit thereof, ſuch are Archbiſhops, Cardinals, 
and Biſhops among the Papiſts; we may alſo ſay, ſome 
of our Biſhops, and ſome of eu Miniſters of the word of 
g God among us in this Land, who eſteem nothing in this 
Sh world more unworthy of their perſons, than the charge 
of teaching; end ſeems unto them that ic is a thing too 
low, contemptible and inferiour unto the Epiſcopal and 
Miniſteriall dignity, ro preach the Goſpel, and notwith- X 
ſtandinꝑ they do poſſi ſſe and enjoy great Benefices and re- 
venews. S:int Paul (aich here, wo is unto me it Tpreach 
not the Goſpel, bur they ſay clean contrary, wo unto us 
| if we do preach the Goſpel. The Apoftles taid, © n It js 
» Act. 6. 2.9 cc not reaſonable, that we ſhould leave the word of God, 
and ſerve Tables; but we will give our ſelves continu- 
© ally to prayer, and to the Miniftry of the word. But 
the Popes, Cardinalls, Archbiſhops, Biſh ps, in a con- 
2. trary ſenſe do the quite contrary, it ſeems unto them that 
it is not reaſonable, that they ſu uld leave the poli ick | 
affairs of the State to preach the word; they eſteem it to 
de a baſe and vile thing to preach the Goſpel, whereas 
o the angels themſelves deſired lock into it, to ſearch and know 
Pet. . 12. thegeprh, and the bottome ct this profound myftery of 
the Goſpel, yea they were joyful! and ready to preach | 
* the birth of Chriſt »; © Beho'd I bring you tidings of 
Lak. a. to egreat joy, and wich the angel theie was a multitude of 
3,14, £rhehcavenly hoff, praiſing GoJ and ſay ing, glory to 
God in the higheft, and earth Peace, good will tow- 
Wards men. The charge of the Miniftry is fo honorable, 
the burden fo heavy (ſaith Chryſoftome) that it is 1 
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crouch and ſtoop their ſfiouldyrs to bear it; and there? 


fore, how noble, how rich, ow honorable foever men are 


let them not think chat rhe Miniftry is too vile or unwor- 


thy of them, but rather that they are unworthy of the Mi- 


niftry, as it appears by the ſorementioned and forenamed 
titles; for they arefellow'ſervanty with the angels, yea 
they are tiled angels; yea to which of the angels,unts web 
of the Princes of the wor id, did God at any time time ſay, 


that which he ſaid unto his apoſtles &miniftert?4 whatſoes , 
ver you ſhall bind on Earth, ſhall be bound in Heaven, Woatſoever 19. 
you ſball looſe on Earth, ſball be looſed in Heaven. And t whoſe 7 John 20. 
ſoever fins yee remit they are remitted unto them, and 'whaſe *#+ 


ſoever ſinnes ye retain they are retained. Bur if the Cardinals, 
Archbiſhops and Biſhops of the Romiſh Church do preach, 
it is but rarely and ſeldome; and when they preach and 
teach, they do not preach the word of God, but falſe 
doctrine, the traditions of men; the ſuperfiitious cere- 
monies of the Pope; they feed the people with Fables, 
and curious. Queſttons ; ſo that in what manner ſoever 
we do confider them they are ranked and comprehended 
within and under the curſe, Wo unto them becauſe they 
preach not the Goſpel, TE 23 79 

2. This condemns'thoſe that ſwell and raiſe up them- 
ſelves againſt God and againft his Church, by oſtentation, 
ambition or vain glory: a vice altogether unworthy of pa- 
ors, and Minifters of Gods word, and notwithſtanding a 
comon vice, but a dangerous one;ſothat it is a ſafer thing 
to hear the word of God than to preach it; for he that 
hears Gods word learns to humble himſelf, but he that 
preaches, is in danger to exalt himſelſ; for the more he 
receives the graces of God, the more he is ſubject to am- 
bition, and certes we ſee, that the Apoſtle Paul has in dan - 
ger to exalt himſelf above meaſure, in that he was an A- 
poſtle, *f And through the abundance of the revelati- 


ons, caught up to the third heaven into Paradiſe, 
c heard unſpeakable words, which is not Jawfull or poſſi- 
©ble for a man toutter | | 


there was given unto me a thorn 


x | 


dable ynto the angels, thatithe Angels themſelves not- 
withſtanding, would eſteem it an honour, and would 


Mat. 16. 
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In the fleſh, the Mſſenger of Satan to buffet me, left 1 
Tim. 5 „ ſhould be exalted above meaſure. Pirncipally this fin- 
1 3 in incident to novices and young miniſters * who are in 
danger ſo be liſted up with pride, and to fall into the contemna- 
tion of the Devil; as if he ſhould have ſaid; he will glory 
« Mat. . 23 in that he is a minifter, and preacheth; Lord, Lord, have 
we not propheſied in thy name? Owe muſt not g'ory in that, 
{or though I preach the Goſpel (faith: Saint Peul) I have 
nothing to glory of. If Saint Paul, fo great, ſo excellent 
an Apoftle, could not glory in that; whoin all his E- 
piftles abaſeth hinaſelf, that God may be his all, and may 
de thereby exalted and glorified, who will know-nothing, 
fave Jeſus Chriſt, and him crucifi d; who proteſts that 
he will glory, not in his vertues, not in his merits, but 
in his inficmities, that the power of God may reſt upon | 
kim. If ſuch an Apoſtle fo ſenſible of his infirmit}*s, ſo 
humble by reaſon of them, ſuch an Herald of the m-rcy 
of God, ſuch an enemy of the mefits of men, ſuch a trum- | 
peter of their ſinnes and demarits, if ſuch an Apoſtle 
could not, would not ooaſt of ſu hithings;and eſpecially 
would not glory inthe preaching of the Goſpel, becauſe 
neceſhty-was ud upen him, and wo unto him if he did 
not preach it: how much leſſe the Paſtors and miniſters 
of the word of God, infcriors to fo great an Apoſtle, . 
have they matter and occaſion to glory therein? by rea- 
ſon of that neceſſity and of that threatning. | 
But to come nearer unto our ſelves, and to apply thoſe | 
| things and uſes to us that are Paftors, and to the brother | 
= whom we are to eſtabl iſh and ordain unto the holy mi- 
| niftry, (without making a purticular-application' unto 
our {aid brother, as we might_) We learn, and he alſo, D 
| our duty, which is propoſed at length in this 9. chapter 
of the 1 Cor, and in thefiiſt. of Timothy chap. 3. and in | 
firſt chapti of Titus, which we will read to you anon. + ] 
The fff and prineipall duty is to preach the Goſpel, 
and teach the truth, and will of God contained and re- 
#2 Tim,z, Yealed in the ſacred Scripture, * Given by inſpiration of God, 
1617, and preſitable for doctrine, fer reproef, for correion, fer ** 
on 
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ion in righteonſneſſe; that 17) of God may be per feci, 

throughly furniſbel unto al good works, ſufficient not. onely 
for our ſalvation, which the Papifts confeſſe, but alfo for 
our inſtruction which they deny; vltneſſe Bonner,Biſhop 
of Lenden who examining a martyr and telling him that 
he was a right Scripture man, and would have nothin 

but Seripture; and his Chaplain, who {aid that he woul 

have nothing, but his little pretty Gods book. And is it 
not ſufficient ſaid the martyr for our ſalvation, yes (aid he 
it is ſufficient for our ſalvation, but not for our inſtructi- 
on; O replyed the martyr, God ſend me the ſalvation,and 
you the inflru&ion;and truly if ĩt be ſufficient for the one, 
it is alſo for the other; for in the 130 v. of the ſame chap- 
ter, it is able to make thee wiſe unto ſalvation , and that 
not onely the man of God, the miniſter, the! oor; 
but alſo rhe ſimple, the ignorant; it maketh wiſe the 
ſimple, Pſal. 19. 8. for if it appertains onely to the learu- 
ed and wiſe to read the Scriptures, it appertaineth to 
none; for no body is learned and wiſe before he bath 
read the holy ſcripture : We read not the word of God 
becauſe we are learned and wiſe, bus to become fo. It is 
that holy ſcripture, which is ftiled a long Epiſtle, which 
the Creator ſends to the creature; the Teſtament of God 
the ſon, and the Library of God the holy Ghoſt; the 
book of the love of God; the mirror of mans mfſerie, 
and of divine grace, the rich treaſury ofthe King of gb 

ry (wherein the ſpirituall manna and the water of life 
are to be found) the Arſenall and &rmoury of the faith- 
full, a {word with two edges, a td thſtone of truth, a lan 


1 
tern to our feet, and an anchor in the es of tempeſt.yea, 
1 


the ſacred Scripture is called a_Paragite; God faich Am- 
8 walked of old in Paradiſe, and now God walketb in Para- 
diſe, when I read the ſacred Scripture, Geneſis i a Paradiſe, 
Deuteronomy # « Paradiſe, the Goſpel is a Paradiſe unto 
me, cv. and truly well may it be called a Paradiſe,for the 

faichſull cannot find a pleaſanter place than In the Para- 
diſe of holy Sci ipture, where the tree of knowledge it, 
not that was forbidden, but -p which 1s N 

| 2 
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God for the. ele&; where ſtandeth in the mids thereof, the 

tree of life weh 1s Chriſt, the door whereof is not kept by 
Cherubin wich rhe fiery ſword, but is opened unto all 
| thit are Hungry; thete are the vers of Lively waters to 
D refreſh thoſe that” are à thirſty, there are trees planted by 
| God, that is, the Patriarks, prophets and Apoſtles, where 
the aire ig calm; the ſweet aire and refrtſhing breathing 
of the Holy Ghoſt; it is there where the voice of God 1s 


finners unto him, Come unto me all ye that labour and are 
beavy laden, and I will give you reſt, leading them directly 
unto the tree of Life, refreſhing them and comforting 
them. The Garden of Eden out of the which Adam 
| " was thruſt forth, had but the ſhadow of the true, ſolide, 
v and {weet: leaſures which the faithfull'do enjoy in this 
Gatdetrof holy Scripture, wherein they hear the voice 
of God, ſee the apparition of Angels, are converſant 
with che holy Patriarks, and Prophets, and Apoſtles, 
yea with Chrift himſelf, and do feed with great delight 
on the fruit of the tree of Life; ↄnd therefore let us con- 
tent Our ſelves with this Paradiſe, and contain our ſel yes 
within the limits and cloſe of the holy Scripture, 'with- 
vut going for h out of It. 
Again the ſacred Scripture is com} a ed unto a Map, 
cantainivg adeſcriptitn of the place of our ſojourning 
here in this vale of miſery, of our journey towards our 
heavenly Jeruͤlalem, containing all things neceſſary for 
— us in this our Ran both for our inſtruction and 


proviſion, as alſo for FFalvation. Beyond this ſacred 
| Scriptuce, and withot the Map thereof, there are no- 
F. | thing but uncert; . ily things. The Coſmo- 
> graphers WRONG the world, are wont to place in 
ons and unknowh unto them, theſe words, Terra Incog- 


* 


of ſand, without watt; tinlf'of foul, Wild and 


nita,and (ay beyond theſe 9 re nothing but wil- 
ge Beaſts, er fonds 6f ahnavigable mä, or Sci 
auughabited ſor cold. So beyond the facred Scriptures, 
835 , * | ; WH 
De v4 - : 


heaid, hot calling Adam where art thou, bur invicing all 


the owermoft part 6f their Maps, the far diſtant Regi- 
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there are nothing but unknown Lands, defarts full of 
ſands of humane traditions, ſtinking pools, cruel! 
and venomous beafts,that is to ſay, of falſe opinions, and 
deteſtable hereſies, unknown and doubtrfull wayes. Be- 
yond this holy Scaipture, there is nothing, bur Scriptura 
incognita, the unknown Scripture, and unwritten word 
dangerous gulphs, where the anchor of our faith can take 
no hold, where all our ſounding plummets are too ſhore, 
and cannot ſound the bottome thereof, and where we 
muſt of neceſſity make ſhipwrack of our faith; and there- 
fore we muſt of neceſſity keep our ſelves within the Mp 
of che holy Scripture, the Sea-mans compaſſe, the rule 
of ſobriety, the bridle of our dĩiſcourſe, the limit of our 
faith, leſt we be toſſed and cat upon ſome unknown coaſt 
and ſo periſh; we reſt our ſelves in the haven of the true 
faith (ſaich Auſtine) where no tempeſt of troubleſome 
curioſity, or of falſe doctrine can either trouble us, or 
at leaſt drown us, and therefore let us be ſtrong in faith, 
and hold that which we have, as Chriſt exhorts the an- 
gel of Thyatira, let us hold ſtedfaſt that which we have | 
received, and continue faſt and conſtant in the Doctrine MW 
that we have, which is the true and old Doctrine, and 
not new, as that of the Hereticks. 

For we may demand of the Hereticks and with good 
ground, as Optatus did of the Donatifts; an account of the 
beginning of their Chair,to wit of their Doctrine, which 
like unto Ford's gourd came up ina night, and periſhed 
13 a night; having taken their beginning and birth ſince 
few dayes. Now if they d:mand where is the beginning 
of our Chair, or Doctrine, we anſwer in the and from 
the ſending of the Apoſtles; if again they ask à teſtimò- 
ny thereof, we will produce the fame Doctrine which 
the holy Scripture contains, which reſounds in our pul- 
pits, which ſounded or rather thundred in the Chair of 
the Apoſtles: The antient Heathens believed and held, that 
the fountain Aretbuſa which did ſpring out in Syrachſi 
in Syeilie, was the river Alpheus;by what argument could 
| | Wor one they 
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they be perſwaded, that the ſame water which Joſeth it 


felt in the ſea, or under the mediterrancan ſea, could in 
ſo long a ſpace ſpring and riſe-up from the Land of Mo- 
reab, as far as Sycily; becauſe that thoſe things that were 
caſt into that river were found again by the means of the 
ſaid fountain in Syrecuſa. Even ſo we affirm that our 
Chair or doctrine hath taken its beginning from the time 
of the Apoſtles, although it hath been mixed or ſwal- 
lowed in the ſea of this unclean world, full of corrup- 
tions, of falſe Do&rine, and manners; becauſe it brings 
back unto us that precious pearl, carried away and as ir 
were ingu!phed into the bottome of the ſea, by the pow- 
er partly of error, partly of perſecutions, (but from 
the preſence of thoſe only unto whom God hath ſent the 
efficacy of error, becauſe they would not receive the love 
of truth, that thereby they might be ſaved ) Conſider 
thou Jonas, the type of the body of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and therefore alſo of his Church, thou ſeeſt him ſwallow- 


ed up by the Whale, thou ſeeſt kim devoured, and thou. 


haſt ſome reaſon to believe it; at the onely word, at the 
twinckling of the eye of the Lord, this monſter vomits 
out Jonah upon the dry land, a Herald ordained to go 
from thence to preach unto the Nmivites, to a people ali- 
ens from the Church; and doſt thou find it ſtrange that 
this poore Church, which Popery as it were ſwallowed 
up, God willing it, having foretold it heretofore, may- 
gre her power and malice, fhe hath vomited it up again, 
and rendered it in our dayes, and for to preach the Go- 
ſpel more glorioully, yea and that to our ſelves ? So then 
e bring that which the Apoſtles have brought, have de- 
livered unto us, and have taught us; and thereſore let us 
retain and maintain 1. * Doctrines. | 
And let us reject all falſe irregular and erroneous do- 
Arines, which have too much the vogue and ſway in theſe 
Countreys. For England that was hererofore a Paradiſe, 
even as the Garden of the Lord, is alas become a Bochim, 
a valley of tears, an Aceldama, a field of blood, a Golgo- 
tha and Mount of Calvary, a Charnel of skulls, a common 
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ſinke and ſewer of all forts' of Herefies, and that 
there are here among us as many or more ſe&s and o- 
pinions than there are among all the reformed Churches 
in Europe. There is a place near London, named the ſte of 
dogs, but alas how many kinds of dogs are there in this 
| Ifland of England- The ſacred Scripture compares divers . 
| kinds of perſons to dogs; the * prophane per ſons, d the 4 MAE, 6. 
Schiſmatichs, e mercenary Paſtors, d the perſecutors, the Apo- _— ow 
ſtates; andeſpecially thoſe may be called dogs, that do 8 
bark againft the Deity of God, or the Trinity of perſons, ea Pet. 2. 
as Arrius, Sabellian, Servetus, Socinus, and other blaſphe- 22. 
. mous Hereticks. Such an onc was Lucian, a dog in con- 
| dition, who for his impiety was devoured by 3 
an one was Julian the Apoſtata, who being ſtruck with 
an unknown dart, caſted up his blood with his hand to- 
wards heaven, crying aloud, Thou baſt overcome O Galile- T 
an, thou haſt overcome. The Arminians, and Socinians do 
agree together in many errors, that a man may ſay of them 
| as of old, as of Plato and of Philo; either Philo doth Plato- 
-> niſe, or Plato "doth Philoniſe : So either the Arminians do 
| Cocinianiſe, or the Socinians do Arminianiſe in divers points, 
as concerningPredeftination,original Sin, the unperſeve- 
rance of Saints touching the kingdom of Chriſt, univerſal 
grace, the Sacrament of Biptiſme, & of the holy Supper of 
the Lord, and divers other things, & among other points 
concerning the Son of God; ſaving, that the Son of God 
cannot rightfully & truly be called ſehovah, God of him 
* ſelf, and by himſelf, that the arguments taken from the 
works of the creation, from the attributes of eternity,fro 
the name of Jchovah, &c. are not tufficient to prove the 
Y Deity of the Son of Ged; that Chriſt is named the Son of 
| God in reſpect of his marvellous conception, his anoint- 
i Ing, his reſurrection,B aſcention, & his fitting at the right 
f hand of God; & is it not that which the Catechiim of the 
Socinlan Churches in Poland, and in Lithuania doth teach; 
affirming that there is but the Father of our Lord ſeſus | 
Chrift, who is the only true God; that that man Jeſus of 4 
Naxare th, born of the Virgin is not God, &. A book ol | 
— 0 
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full of blafhemies agaioſtthe ſon of God: a book chat 
hath. been reimprinted in England, without the know- 
ledge of the ſuperior powers. A book which deſerues to 
be burnt) and it is ſaid it hath been) the Printers and fur- 
therers thereof worthy to be puniſhed,but O Lord bow long ? 
we read a notable example in the Eccleſiaſticall biſtor y. 
Anpbilochius, an orthodox Biſhop in Liceonia, made a re- 
queſt unto the Emperour Theodofins, to be pleaſed to make 
a decree for the baniſhment of che Arrians out of his Em- 
pire, but the Emperours rejected it, as an unjuſt and 
cruell requeſt; and which could not be executed with- 
out danger. Now the Bifhop thought on a way how the 
Emperour might be moved to conſent to his requeſt He 


Theodor l.5 came one day with other Biſhops to the imperiall Court, 


at the time that the Emperour Theedoſius ſat on his throne 
and Arcadius his ſon fitting on his fide, newly defigned 
Emperour with bim to congeenl: te them; which the 
Biſhops did and did congratulate both the Emperour and 
his ſon Arcadius, but Amphi lochius did bow to the Empe- 
rour Theedoſius, with all reverence, and humility , 
but he did it not to his ſon Arcadins; the Emperour 
thought he did not do reverence to his ſon, either becauſe 
he ſaw him not, or by forget fulneſſe; ſhews him his ſon, 
and adviſeth him to ſalute and honour him; but Amphilo- 
chius told him, He that bonours the Father bonoureth the ſon ; 
the Emperour taking this act, this fact to heart, with a 
kind of indignation replyed unto him, He that diſbonour- 
eth the Son difhonoxreth the Father; and commands thoſe 
about him to cauſe him to avoid theCourt. Amphilechins 
having that which he deſired to attain unto his aim and 
end, cryed out, O Emperour doeſt thou take fo to heart 
the contempt of thy ſonne? doſt thou think that in di- 
ſhonouring thy ſon, I diſhonour thee? and doſt thou not 
think, that in diſhonouring the ſon. of God, thou doſt not 
diſhonor God the Father? remember that God hates thoſe 
that diſhonor his Son: doth he not ſay f that all men ſhould 
honor the Son even as they honor the Father; be that honoreth not 
the Son bonoreth not the Father which huth ſent him. The Em- 


peror was ſo much moved wich this ani wer, admiring the 
5 * 1 ' wiſe 


1 
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wiſe boldnes of the old man that᷑ he deſcended his throiic, 
embraced the Biſnop, confeſſed he had told the truth, asked 
of him pardon, and made an Edict, baniſning the Arrians 


out of his Empire: And certes Saint John ſaith, t Nhboſoever g 1 Jolm 2. 


denyeth the Son the, ſame hath not the Fatherz hut he that acknow- 3. 
ledgeth the Son, bath the Father alſo. Whoſoever therefore 
preacheth another Goſpel, another Jeſus, another Spi- 
ri is accurſed; and if am man love not the Lord Feſns Chriſt, 
let bim be Anathema Maranatha, 1 Cor. 16.22. O that theſe 
Blaſphemers that fan againſt God the Father, in ſinning 
againſt God the Son, either in regard of his perſon, or 
of his divine or humane nature, or of his offices, were 
ſuppreſſed in England: For how can we be ſaid to honour 
God the Father, it we permit that God the Son be di- 
{honoured ? 

2. The Minifters of the Goſpel ought and are to preach 
the Golpel, not onely in regard of the Doctrine, but al- 
ſo in reſpect of a holy converſation of life; edify ing the 
Church of God, as well with the one hand as wich the 
other; by the preaching of the word, and by good ex- 
ample. For otherwiſe the Peſtor will ruine the Church 
of God, more by his bad lite, than he will edifie it by his 
wholeſome Doctrine; He will deſtroy that which he hath 
built, and will pluck up with one hand, that which he 
hath planted with the other; for the people look as 
much or more to his life andconverſation, than to his 
preaching. He that preacheth well, and lives ill, is like 
the ſtatue of Mercury. who ſhews the way unto others, but 
doch not bow one ftep; he reſembles the Scribes and 
Phariſees, that ſent the wiſe men of the Eaſt, that came 
toadore Jeſus Chrift to Bethlebem, bur Ricred not from 
their houſes; they are like unto the Comedian, who cry- 
ing with a loud voice, O heaven, fhewed with his finger 
the earth, which the principall Magiſtrate beholding, 
could not fit longer in his place, but roſe and withdrew 
himſelf from the company in a fury,ſaying,this man hath 
made a ſoleciſme with his hand. So they that have Heaven 
at their tongues end, and the earth at their fingers end, 
ſpeak 
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ſpeak falſe and bad Divinity, whereas they might avoid 
{uch an incongruous irregularity, and make a congrui- 

ty between the tongue and the hand, if they did as they 

. ſpeak, and lived as they preach; They are like to thoſe 
* that built the Ark of Noab, but did not enter into it, 

and were not ſaved; ſo that thoſe who build the Church 

of God by their preaching, but are not of the Church 

by faith, which worketh by good deeds, ſhall not be ſa- 

ved. They will ſay in the laſt day of Judgement to jeſus 

; Mat. 7. 2223 Chriſt the Soveraign Judge, | Lord, Lord, have we not yrepbe- 
& Pſal.50.16, fred in thy name, and in thy name done many wonderfull works? 
15. but the Judge will ſay unto them, I never knew you, depart 
4 Þſ,50,16,18 from me ye that work iniquity * What haſt thou to do to declare 
x my ftatutestor that thou ſhouldeſt take my Covenant in thy mouth? 
ſeeing when thou ſaweſt a thief, thou conſendeſt with bim, and 
baſt been partaker with adulterers. Origen being excommnni- 
cated, for offering Incenſe on the altar, and ſo denying 
covertly Jeſus Chriſt, requeſted by ſome to expound un- 
to the people a a paſſage of Scripture, fell by Gods pro- 
vidence on theſe 16,417,18-verſes of this 50. Pſalm; ſhur 
up the book, not able, not willing to expound that place, 
and wept, and all the people wept wich him.! Thou which 
t eacheſt anotber, teacheſt thou not thy ſelf ? thou that preacheſt a 
man ſhould not ſteal, doeſt thou ſteal? thou that ſay-ft a man 


Rom. 2. 21,22 
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ſboutd not commit adultery, doeſt thou commit adaltery ? thou 


that abhoreſt Idols, doeſt thau commit Sacriledge ? thou that ma- 


keſt thy boaſt of the Law through breaking the Law, diſbonoureſt 


thou God? for the name of the Lord is blaſphemed amomę the 
Gentiles through you. And therefore let us end.avour to 
marry our preaching with our life, leſt that by any 
means having preached to others, we our ſelves ſhould be 
caſt away and reprobates, 1 Cor. 9 27. Let us build the 
Church of God with the one and the other hand; M Let us 
m x Tim,4-I3, give attendance to reading, to exhortation, ts Doctrine, and be al- 


12,14. ſo patterns of the believers, in word, in converſation, in charity, 
in ſpirit in faith, inpurity, and that in confideration of the 


laying on of the hani of the Prethytery, as it is in the 19. 
verſe of that ſame Chapter. W 


fore all the Congrega ion, and gave him a charge as the Lord com- 


We intend not to diſcourſe here of the Impoſition, or 
of the lay ing on of the hands upon the ſacrifices, upon 
particular perſons in bleſſing them, or in bealing them, and ſuch 
like things. But we ſay that the Impoſition or the laying 
on of the hands, is not a naked ceremony (as ſome ſup» 
poſc)as if it were of no efficacy;or on the other fidegas if it 
did imprint an indelible character, which cannot be 
blotted out, (as the Papiſts ſay) or in breathing on per- 
ſons as the Biſhops do, and ſaying to them Recezve ye the 
Holy Ghoſt, they received the Holy Ghoſt; as Chriſt 
in breathing on the Apoſtles, and ſaying, Receive ye the 
Holy Ghoſt, they received the Holy Ghoſt; or as the A- 
poſtles in laying the hands on ſome who received. the ex- 
traordi gary gitt of the Holy Ghoſt, as ir was in the time 
of the Primitive Church, when God did inrich his 
Church with that miraculous giſt, when thofe that had 
received the Impoſition of hands, did ſpeak ſtrange lan- 
guages, &c. No ſuch matter; but the laying on of the 
hands, which we that are Miniſters have received, and 
which our dear brother here preſent is to receive; doth 
fignifie other things: For it ſignifi. s that the Minifter is 
not ſent by bimſelſ, no man impoſeth hands on himſelf, 
Aaron himſelf hath been choſen; * For no man taketh this. 14.4, * 
Honour unto himſelf, but he that is called of God s was Aaron; | 
So alſs Chriſt glorified not bimſelf, but was called, and truly, 
o Faith cometh by bearing, and bearing by the word of God, „ Rom. 10. 
bow ſhall they believe in bim of whom they have nat heard ? and 1,15, 
how ſhall they hear without a Preacher? and bow ſhall they 
preach, except they be ſent. P IT have not ſent theſe P rophets, yet jer. 23.21. 
they ran, I have not ſpoken to them, yet they propbe ed. The l 
laying on of hands therefore fignifics a ſending : The Ho- 
ly Ghoſt ſaid q ſeparate me Barnabas and Saul, for the work q Acts 13.2,3, 
whereunto I bave called them; and when they had faſted and 
prayed, andlaid their hands on them, they ſent them away. So 
Moſes * laid bis hands upon his ſervant and ſucceſſour Joſhua be- Num. 27.2%, 


manded him; Beſides ic fignifies the power and authority 
given unto him to preach, that receives che lay ing on of 
E 2 _ handy, 


| "(26 | * 
bands, authority according to the power that is given by f 
Jeſus Chr iſt, not to deſtruction but to edification; the 8 
lay ing on of the hands doth alſo fignifie, that every good 
gift, and every perfecł gift is from above, and cometb down from 
the Father of lights, Jam. 1.17.that God gives nece ſſary and 
convenient gifts tothe diſcharge of the Miniſter in his ＋* 
Miniftry, Chriſt aſcended far above all heavens, that he might | 
fill all things, and be gave ſome Apoſtles, and ſome Prophets, and 
ſome Evangeliſts, and ſome Paſtors and Teachers, &c. The 
laying on of the hands therefore doth ſhew that God go- 4 
verns the Miniftry, and guides his Minift-rs by his hand, 
PIN. 26. and bis Church by the hand of his Minifters. * Thou led- 
deſt thy people like a flock by the hand of Moſes and Aaron. It 
declares the hand of God and-his help, that he will be 
wich his ſervants in all things and every where, will pre- 
ſerve them in all dangers, and againſt all kind of evils. 
u Thebandof the Lord was on Elijah, be girded up bis loins,and | 
# Kin. 18 ran before Ahab to the entrance of Jezreel. In a word the im- 5 
12 poſitionoſ hands fignifies, that the Miniſter who is ordai- | 
ned of God, is aſſured of his calling, is not forthimſelf, but | 
for God and his Church; and that the Minifter oughr to 
preach, and there is a neceſſity laid on him: and therefore 
he ought to takecare,look diligently to his Commiſſion, 
for his office and Commiſſion is great and heavy,and hath 
need to pray to God to bleſſe him in his calling and mi(- 
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On the other ſide, the lay ing on of the hands doth de- 
clare the hand of God to be heavy on him, not for good, 
but for evil, if he doth not his duty, For as on rhe one 

1 Exech. 33 fide God faith, * Son of man if then warn the wicked of his 
9.8. way to turn from it, if be do nut turn from his way, he ſpall die in * 
by iniquity; but thou haſt delivered thy ſoul; but if thou doeſt 
not ſpeak to warn the wicked from his way, that wicked man ſball 

die in his iniquity, but his blood will I require at thine hand; - 
| and ſo wo unto us, if we preach not the Goſpel. 
I Tim. . And therefore the laying on of the hands doth admo- . | 
* Tim. 4. niſh us, that as on the one ſide q we lay hands ſuddenly on no | 
man; lo on the other fide, 2 we neglecſ not the gift that is in 1 
us 


us, which w given by propbe ſie, wirb the laying on of the handy of 
the Presbytery. And © Let us ſtir up the gift of God which i in u, « » Tim. 7 
by the putting on of handy. Let us hearken to that hieb f. 

Saint Paul faith to Archippus, Þ Take bred to the Miniſtry Cot 4.17 
which thou baſt received in the Lord, that thou falfi it. Let 

us here the ſummo' s of the Apoſtle Paul; Je charge thee 3. Tim. 4. ; 
bef.re God, and the Lord Jeſis Chrift, who ſhall judge the quick 

and the dead, at his appearance and his Kingdome, preach: the 

word, be inſtant in ſeaſon, out of ſeaſon,jreprove, rebuke, exhort, : 
with all long (uffering and doctrine. And elſewhere, 4 I charge'd x Tim. fg. 
thee before God, and the Lord Feſus Chriſt, and the elect angels, *r. 

that thou obſerve the ſe things, without preferring one before ano- 

ther, doing nothing by partiality. And again, © I givethee e 1 Tim. s. 
charge in the ſigbt of God, who quickeneth all things, and before 13,519. 

Feſus Chriſt,who before Pontius Pilate witn-ſſed a good confeſ- 448 
fion , that thou keed this Commandement without ſpot, unrebuke- : 
able, until the appearing of our Lord Feſus Chriſt And that thou 

fleeſt f Avarice the root of all evil. Avarice which Bernard re- fx Tim. 6. 
preſents, drawn by a Chariot with four wheels of vices; 10% | 


The firſt is faint heartedneſſe; The ſecond Inbumanity; The 7 77, 
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third, the contempt of God; The fourth, the forgetfulneſſe of 
death : this Chariot is drawn by two horſes coupled to- 
gether, the one forcible taking, the other force te retain things 
taken; the Coachman that guides this Chariot and com- 
mands it, is Covetouſneſſe or the love of money, who guiding 
the covetous man in ſuch a dangerous Coach, and with 
ſuch furious horſes, leads him out of the true way,makes 
him to erre from the faith, to fall into temptation ard 
ſnares; and doth plunge him into deſtruction and pergi- 
tion, as the Apoſile tells us in the 9. and 10. verſes of this 
ſixth Chapter: Therefore he doth exhort his diſciple Ti 2 
mothie in the 11. verſe, But thou O man of God flee theſe 7 
things, and follow after righteouſneſſe, godlineſſe, faith, love, "= 
patience, meekneſſe; as thou art, and as much as thou art 
a man of God, not onely in regard of the Creation, and 
of redemption, but more particularly in regard ot th 
vocation, a man of God, a Miniſter of the word of God. 
Which place of Scripture we expounded unto you ina 
E 3. Serm on 


— "Sc mar tf Wedneſday, 40 4 preparative md ſorerunner 
5 „ T7 - $0 this action; declaring what the Miniſter muſt flee, > 
T 


.whathemuft follow after, before God and before men. 
*1 + 52 ©, 2. We that are Miniſters muſt learn that to preach the 
| Gofpel well, and render our preaching fruicfull and of 
pff. 1 2 efficacy, we ought to be nnited together. 8 Behold bow 
good and bow pleaſant it is for brethren to dwell together in 
unity, it is like precious ointment upon the head of Aaron(when 
he was ordained and conſecrated an high Prieſt) that ran 
don upon the beara, even Aarons beard, that wen! dimm to 
the Shirts of bis.garments. But alas, Satan to hinder the 
courle and progreſſe of the Miniſtiy, doth caft the apple 
of diſcord between the Apoſtles themſelves, and between 
the Miniſters of the Goſpel alſo. One while for prece- 
* bLuke 22, 29, dency, > There was a ſtrife among the Apoſtles, wbich ef them 
ſbould be accounted the greateſt. Another while for a diffe- 
rence concerning a third perſon, as between Paul and 
| Barnabas, concerning Fobn ſurnamed Markzi Barnabas de- 
i 20 15.37, termined to take with them Mark, hit Paul thought it not good 
z 3940" io take him with them ; and the contention was ſo ſharp between 
\ them that they departed a(under one from the other, So Barna- 
2 7 bas took Mark and ſailed unt Cyprus ; but Paul choſe Silas 
1 and departed, teing recommended by the brethren unto the grace 
of God, and be went through Syria and Cilicia confirming the 
Churches. Sometimes tor the ſmall reſpect which one bears 
another, and by falſe reports. We read that there was en- 
mity between Chryſoſtome and Severian, Biſhops ; Serapion 
who wedded the quarrellt of Chryſofteme, paſſed by Seve- 
rian and did not ſalute him, See ian provoked with the 
| little reſpect Serapicn ſhewed him, gives way to his paſh- 
Socrates Ec- on, and ſaid, If Serapion die a Chriſtian, Chriſt was not "M 
| bicall li. made man. Serapion reports the words of Severian at half 
F and omits the firſt part of the Sentence, and tells Chry- 
ſoſtome, that Severian maintained that Chriſt was not - 
made man; thereup@n Chryſoftow chaſerh Severian out of 

the City, the Empreſſe Eudoæis puts her ſelf between 

theſe two Biſhops, and endeavours to appeaſe the chol- 
ler of Chryſefteme, and brings her ſon Theedoſius, who 
BC i - - 4 falls 


— 


-— 


— 


falls at Chryſoſtoms feet, to obtaine by intreatie a 
reconciliation, which by much. adoe he com 
If there had been no contention between theſe two Bi. 
ſhops, this had not happened; If Serapion who was Chrys> 


ſoſtoms friend, had prevented Sever ian wich honour, as 
the k Apoſtle exhorts; or at leaſt had given him the hon- 


our that was due to him; and in Lowlineſſe of mind had 


eftzemed him better then himſelf ; Severian had not ur- 
tered ſuch terible and unchriftian words; if Serapion had 
not made a falſe report to Chryſoftom concerning Seve- 
rian; and if Chryſoftom had not been ſo light of beleef, 
but had examined both the one and the other party, and 
had reſerved one eare for. the other party as Alexander 
the great did, he had not expelled Severian. : Hence we fee , 
what diviſions among Paſtours can do; it is neceſſary that 
Paſto urs | bear with one another burdens, that is; to lay 


to beare with the infirmiry«s of one another; ind ſo fulfil : Gal. 6. 1. 


the Law of Chriſt, to ſupport them, redreſſe and reſtore them 
with the pirit of meekneſſe. In thetime of the reformation 
of the Church of God; God ſtirred up two excellent arid 
eminent perſons but of contrary 'conftirutions and di- 
ſpofitions, Luther, and Melancton, Luther washot,Melans 
con cold, Luther was of a cholerick inclinat ion, but 
Melancton was of a temperat and ſweet diſpoſition, Lu- 
ther was couragious and bold, Melancton was timorons, 
Luther was as oyle and fire to warme his coldneſſe, Me- 
lancton was as water to temper the heat of Luther; Me- 
lancton was as a bridle to Luther, Lutcher was as a ſpurre 


to Melancton: by theſe means fo contrary, and tones ſo 


diverſe, there was by Gods providence a holy harmony 
and faire coreſpondence betwetn theſe two great iuſtru · 
ments of God, and reſtorers of Goda Churth/ being hap- 
ptly joyned together; and bearing whh one nothers in- 
firmities. But ifenmities conti nut between Paſtours, and 
that there is an apparent danger of a ſchiſme bytheir di- 
vitions ; Let us obferve hat Conſtantine the graat Ka . 
perour di, uhb having received divers letters 
Biſhops fall of defamatory-inveRtives of the nag 
4 _ 
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1 Rom. 10- be wordof 
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hat the Biſhops were more incen- 
to wrangle one with another, than careſull to unite 
themſelves, and fight againſt the errour of Arrive. He 
- caftall their papers into the fire, without reading any of 
thera, exhorting them to a matuall peace, and brothers 
ly concord one with another; and therefore let.che Mi- 
viſters of the word of God preach the word of God 
purely, let them live holily, let them love one another 
cordially; O then they will <dific the Church of God 

more and more; and having finiſhed their courſe, the 
ſhall receive their Crown of glory, Enter ye faithful ſer- 
* vents into the jey of your Lord; and as they have been m ſtar- 
0 ev. I. inChriſtsright band, in che ſphere of this militant Church, 
»Dan. 12.3 0 baving turned many to righteouſneſſe ; they ſball ſhine as the 
brightneſſe of the firmament, and us the ſtarres for ever and ever, 
in the ſphere of the Triumphant Church in heaven; 9 as 


Rev. 22, they are fellow ſervants with the angels, yea ſtiled angels here on 


* earth, they ſhall be like the angels in glory in heaven. 


Now as we that are Miniſters have heard our leſſon, ye 
alſo (my brethren) have here your leſſon too; for it wo 
is unto Saint Paul, and unto the Miniſters of Gods word, 
if they preach not the Goſpel; it followeth that wo is 
unto the Corinthians, and unto you, if (hey hear not, if 
you hear not the preaching of the Go'pel ; for if a neceſ- 
ity is laid upon Saint Paul, and upon P ſtors to preach ; 
there is alſo a neceſſity laid upon the Corinthians, and up- 
on the people of God to hear the Goſpel. It is that he- 
ceſſity whereof Chriſt ſeſus ſpeaks, P Martha, Martha, 


Wy Luke 19. thou art carefull and trouhl-d about many things, but one thing 


— needful, and Mary bath choſ eu that goed part, which ſþall not 
be traben away from her. He ſpeaks of the ncceſſiiy of the 
word of God, F faith cometh by hearing, and bearing by 

„tic av he is of God that preacheth the 

dr So bee is of God that bearetbh Gods word. The 


word of 


17 
3 0 fame God that requices of the one the 1-reaching, requires 


df the och er che liearing: anch therefore th ſame curſc that 
| Irprondanced! and ihfcathedvsgainſ. dumb Paſtors, is 
med igainſt diafheaye rs. Wo unte chem of 


ii - preac 
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preach-not the Goſpel, bot alſc c then Coperniawss; | 
art exalted unto beeven, thouſbalt be brought to bell ; for if v 
mighty works which have been done in thee, bad been done in So- 


dome it would have remained untill this day. In Sodome, there 


Was a Lot, inCapernanm a Jefus; Lot was a man, Chrift 
God and man; Let was a ſinner, Chriſt innocent; Lot 
did no miracles among the'Sodomites, Chriſt did mira- 
cles in Capernaum; Sodom ſaw not any Judgements on Fe- 
ruſalem, as Feruſalem (aw thoſe fearfull and terrible Judge- 
ments on de dem, written in characters from heaven of fie 
and Brimftone; ſo that one might, as it were, read them 
in running. The Lake Aſpbaltites or dead ſea, is a fearfull 
teſtimony of Gods wrath upon them; and therefore it 


ſpall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom in the day ef Judge · verſe 29. 


ment than for them; according to that the Apoſtle teacheth 


us, * That if the word ſpoken by angels was ſtedfaſt, and ever) t Heb. 2.2, 
7 


tranſgrefion and dilobedience received a juſt recompence of re- 
ward; bow ſhall we eſcape if we neglett ſo great ſalvation, which 
at the firſt began 10 be ſpoken by the Lord, was confirmed unto ts 
by them that beard him. And therefore a neceſſity is laid up- 
on the people of God to hear his holy word. 

The ſecond duty of Gods people is, to pray for their 
Paſtors, che people think that it is the Paſtors Office, and 
dury to pray for them, and that is true, for the Minifter 
of God is Gods mouth to the People, and the peoples 
mouth to God; it is he that makes interceſſion ber 


Dod and the people, * God foi bid that I ſhould fin a- 1 Sum. 1 
&« gainſt the Lord, in ceaſing to pray for you, ſaith Sa- 33. 
muel; and truly Moſes interceding for the Jews; Sammel and 


Daniel in like manner, have been powerful: interceſſort, 
and their 4% gut have been of great force cowards God, 
for che good of the people of God, in the name and in- 
terceſſion of the Meſſias to come, namely ſeſus Chriſt : 
but you muſt know it is alſo the duty of the people to 
ray for their Paſtors and teachers; for ſo great an Apo- 
ſtle as Saint Paul had need of the prayers of the Church, 
and ſaid, Pray for me that the door of atterance way be given unte 
me, bat I eee eee of * 
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""* » * o 


and you allo helping together by 

for us, that for the gitt beſtowed upon us, — 
pr. 1. 11. how much more we that are inferiours to 
+ Apoſtle, have need of your prayers.” *-Proyer 


. Tod mage. without ceaſing of the. Church mito, God for 
eter, And.certes we fear, that by reaſon ofthe want of > 
heprayes of Gods people for their Paſtors, God takes | 
away (on'etimes the Miniſters of his holy-word; as God 
hath taken away. to himſelf cut of your Church three 
N nine moneths, And God ſuffers ſometimes 
Minifters.co fall. imo. firange and irregular opinions, into 
reſies, or into ſome {ſcandalous fin, becauſe the Church | 
p not with that zeal and fervour for their Paſtors . 
as they ought: if therefore you deſire that God continue * 
his Miniſtry among you, and preſerve your Minifters , it 
behoves you to pray to God for your Miniſters; for that 
28 18 their 2 So the Martyrs were accuſtomed to cloſe 
and finiſh their Epiſtles to their friends, with theſe words, ; 
Fray, Pray, Pray for u, &. | 
Thirdly, Gods people ought to be united, and not di- 
vided; for where the ſpirit of divifion is, there cannot 7 
he the ſpirit of prayer nor of concord. Now as the amity 
and concord of Paftors one wich another , and of Paſtors 
wich the people, is of great profit; ſo their diviſion is of 
a dangerous con ſequence; the chiefs and yrincipal's, | 
dilagreeing have a] wayes their adherents. The Apoſtle 
cCconckwnes theſe diviſions among the Corinthians. y © Ir 
Nerf. 12: cc hath been declared unto me of you, that there are con- 
* rentions among you; for every one of you fſaich, Iam: [ 
Of Paul, and I of Apollo, and I of Cephas, and I ot Chriſt, 
5 © Is Chriſt divided? is Paul crucified for you? or were 
1 Cor. 3.3, . you baptiſed in the name of Paul. 2 There is among 
= cc you envying and ſtrife, and diviſions, are ye not carnal, 
& and walk as men? who is Paul? who is Apollo, but mi- 
A © niſters by whom ye believed? By this he gives us to un- T 
derftand that there is nothing more dangerous and per- 


nicious, than the diviſion among the people, concerning 


Paſtors ; eſpecially hen there is mare regardto one "oi 
TIM niſter - 


. 


Myr. Marmet, 
Mr. Man, 

> | Mv.Primiofe, 
4 1643, 
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niſter thamto another; and ſore 
Jacob, Moſes; and eſtee med them abo vt Chriſt, an 
portable blaſphemy Luther, Calbin, an d others have been 
too much eſteemed, and preferred before other Miniſters. 
The report is, that there was a man in Geneva that m. de 
fo mu heſteemof Calvin; that he faid, if Saint Paul ſhould 
come down" from heaven, and preach at che fame time 
that Calvin prea hed, he would rather hear Calvin then 
Paul. O let us not be gdmirers and adorers of perſons; 
it is God that gives divers gifts unto Paſtors by the ſame 
ſpirit. Such an one will expound the Text wondrous 
well, andicite to the f utpoſe the Pillages of theficred 
Scripture; another wilt apply well; another Witt be ah 
excellent and eloquent Orator.' Such an one will. be a 
great diſputer of controverfies; Another as 4 Boatierpes 
will thunder forth ſudgements of God; Anothet will 
be a' Barnabas admirable in his conſolatiôns; Fhits man 
will be 33 his uſce; That man will, be admmi- 
rable in his prayers. Another will be excellent in Confiſto- 
ry and in Councell, and it may be there will be ſome o- 
ther that bath not theſe and the like pifts, which will be 
tore humble than all the ret. There is not one among a 
thouſand that hath all theſe gifts together, as Flibi faid 
wan, «© if there be a meſſenger with him, one among a 
* thouſand, to ſhew to man his uprightneſſe, Fob 33. 23. 
Therefore let us eſteem them all, © and ſo account of them 
C29 of the Miniſters of Chriſt, and ftewards of the my- 
«© ſter jes of God, and ofthe divers gifts o his Spirit, and 
that chere be no'diviſions among us, whick ruines and 
turns upſide den the Church of Gd, av ſad experience 
reacheth us. That as the Tytheqn ſtone, though a great one, 
yet as long as it is whole ſwims, bur being broken in 


pieces finks to the bottome. So the Church of God 


united, ſubſiſts; but divided finks down; ſure . 
houſe, no't ity, no Church, no Kingdome being ade 
ded” can ſtand; And therefore if we deſire the proſpert- 
ty of GodsCharth, the good of this Church, be united 
— = together 


2 Cor. 4. r. 
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if a 
ye be like minded, baving the ſame love, being of one accord, of 
„ Eph.4, 3. F 218 Mind, let nothing be done through ſtrife, vein glory ; © en 
435.6. 39 ing to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace: there 
is one body and one ſpirit, ye are called in one hope of your calling, 
heving one Lord, one faith, one baptiſme, ane Godand father of 
all, who is above all, and through all, and in you «ll, and one 

mother the Church. 

8 Now he who is is the Almighty God powerfull to 
DP . confirm and ftrengthen us, according to his Goſpel, and 
1 the preaching of Chriſt; fortifie us more and more in 11 
faith, and in the truth of bis Goſpel, and brotherly con- 
cord and charity, make us firm and ſtable therein, that 
when Jeſus Chrift ſhall come in his glory and Majeſty, 
pouring down the cataracts of his indignation upon the 
wicked, be may find us holding that which he hath ad- 
moniſhed us of, obſerving that which he hath taught us, 4 
doing that which he hath done, retaining his Goſpel till 
his coming; Then may we be affured that we ſhall be ſa- 
ved in that laſt day ; Paftors and ſheep governed and gul- 
ded in one ſhecpfold, under the hook of that grand and 
Soveraign Shepherd of our ſouls Jeſus Chrift,to be fed by 
him, received in his Kingdome and crowned with glory, | 


14 , ye my jey ſaub Saint Paul, thet 


there we ſhall live with the Patriarcks, the Prophets, the 
Apoſtles, with the angels, with the Saints, and with our 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt,co whom wich the Father, 
and the Holy GhoR, be given all honour, glory, power, 
gjefty, and dominion tor ever and ever, Amen. mn. 


The Sermon being finiſhed, the Miniſter ſpake -uato the peop'e 
hig, 5 
Y* have heard (my brthren)chat the brother Joba Bap- 
IL It. Stouppe, being choſen by the Conſiſtory of this, | 
Church, to ba a Paſtor of tis ſaid Church, hath unden 


— 


; | | Py Je 


Eccleſiaſtical 


place to hatred, favour, vengeance, or any other carnall 


the examination; wherein he hath made apparent his 
dexter y, both in his Latine Sermon ad Cleram, as alſo in 
anſwering unto the obje&ions which have been made'and 
propounded unto him, concerning the principall points 
of the Chriſtian Religion; ſo that he hath been Judged 
capable to be admitted unto the Miniſtry ; who having 
been publiſhed two ſucceeding Lords-dayes publickly in 
this Church, and having heard of no oppofition on your 
part; we take your filence as an approbation of his Mi- 
niſtry among you; and therefore we will proceed unto 
his reception unto the Miniſtry. But ficſt we will read 
unto you that which is written the 1. Epiſtle to Timothy, 
chap.3 from the 1. verſe to the 7. verſe incluſively, and af- 
ter that the 1. chapter to Titus the 4. verſe to the 10. verſe 
exclafively;and you may read at your leaſure the 9. chap- 
ter ofthe 1. Epiſtle unto the Corinthians;then we will take. 
a promiſe from our bi other, and aſterwards we will pro- 
ceed to his ordination unto the Miniſtry. | 

So having read that which is written to Timetbyand 
Titus, concerning the charge and duty of Paſtors of the 
Church of God. The Miniſter ſpake to Mr. Stonppe, ſaying, 

You fohn' Baptiſta Stouppe do promiſe before God and 
his Church, that vou will ſerse him faithfully in your 
miniſtry to the which you are called; preaching truly the 
word of God, to ediſe the Church, and that you wilt not 
abuſe the Doctrine, to ſerve your carnall affections, or 
to pleaſe any man Hing; but that you will uſe jir in 2 
ſound conſcience to ſerve to his glory, and the benefit of 
his people: * do promiſe aſſo that you will keep the 

ordinances, and the Diſcipline received in 

this Church; aud as your charge is,-admoniſh thoſe that 
fai!, to acquir your ſelf faichſully, without giving any 


affection, and in general do that which belongs to a good 
and faichfull Miniſter : Item you promiſe to keep and 
maintain at far as lyeth in you, the good and preſervatit 
on of this eſtate, procure ia what poſſible you can the 
pace and unjon thereof, and not to conſentany manner 
0 

a 


way to that which may be contrary and burtfull eo ** 
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| 2 is aceorglinip to mſhyftion, let bim not have the ſpirit 


The brother Mr. Stouppe by his ecflure fgnifid bis pro- 


miller and anſwered, yea. 


The Minifter id co him,God give you the grace to ac- 
eompliſh your promiſe. 

The Minifter being deſcended fl om the Pulpit ſand the 
brother Steuspe knceling on a cuſhion within the inclo- 
ſure where Minifters and Elders fir) accompanied with 
Mr. Calendrin Minifter of the Dutch Church of London, 
and with Mr. Ciſmer miniſter of the French Church of 
London; having all three their hands on his head, his back 
turncd towards the people, and his tace towards the mi- 


niſters. The minifte: made this prayer as followeth. 


Lmighty God, heavenly Father, who aſter the fat of o 

firſt Parents was the firſt preacher of the Goſpel in Pare- 

diſe unto our ſaid Parents, and our Lerd Feſus Chriſt being de- 
ſcended from beaven on earth for our ſakes, honoured and | ancliſ- 
ed the boly miniſtry in bis own perſon, and aſcending up into bea- 
ven to tive gifts to man, he gave ſume Apoſtles, and ſome Prophety 
and ſome Evangelifis, and ſome Paſtors and teachers for the 
perfedinꝑ of ibe Saints. for the work of the Miniſtry, for the edi- 
fying of the body of Chriſt ; ſreing it bath pl-aſed thee to call our 
dear brother, and thine bumble jervart, proftrated bere on his 
knees before thee, to be ordinated and ordained Miniſter of thy 
boh word We beſeech thee to give bim Juffc tent praces, that he 
way thereby acquit Limjelf vertoyſly and duly of bis charpe in 
this bis Miniſtry,and denounce the ſeeret of thy Son, that be may 
manifeſt it as be ought ; create in bim a new heart, inchanging 
his beart into another, as thou drdft unto Saul being anointed King 
tranform i im by the ren winę of bis mind, that be may prove 
what i that good, that acreptable.that perfedi wilof thine enlipht= 
en bis underſtanding ſrom above, with the rayes and b-ams of thy 
divine light, warm him and fi him with the true zeal of thy glory, 
and facere intention to 1h Service: open bis lips,and his nromth 
ſbail ſer forth thy praiſe ęvide h x in alt rh "the be al not 
deveitfully nor fallrfre thy word bur that be bold faſt the fai 


topreronſnes, but the (pirit of ſtrengib and of cour 
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1 no ibo ſe that can bill the boch and not the ſoul, but rat her that he 
\ | # thee (O God)that canſt Jeftroy body and ſoul in hell. Let the 


Fummims and Urims, to wit perfefion and light be upon bim 
give him grace i bat in any part of bis calling he be not moved, nr 
carried away with ambition or covetuuſneſſe; but as a man of God, 
not as he to thre , ſuch an one by creation or redemption, 

one ly, but as be is a man of Ged. by this particular calling, be flee 
theſe things, and follow after rigbteouſ neſſe, godlineſſe, faith, love, 
parience, meekneſſe ; diſpel from him the deſires of the world, 
which may interlace in his thought, and traverſe his holy reſoluti- 
on, permit not (0 780d God) that the warld by his allwrements 
and baits, or bis own fleſh by its infirmities have the upper hand, 
but ſtrengthen him by thy holy Spirit, that be may be victoriaus in 
the midſt of aſſaults, by faith that may be his victory that over 
cometh the world. Give him thy grace to preach thy holy word 
parely, to live holily and religiouſſy; and marry his holy life with 

74 his preaching, that he ruine not that with one that which be builds 

| with the other, but that he may be an example to the faithſull in 

word, in converſation, in charity, in ſpirit, in faith, in purity, leſt 

by any means having preached to others, he himſelf ſhould be a oaſt- 

aw4y.Govern him by thy holy ſpirit, that be attribute nothing to 

bimſelf, but to the vertue of thy holy ſpirit, and acknowledge that 

it is not Paul that planteth, nor Apollo that watereth, but it i 

thou O God that giveſt the increaſe z give him grace that he may 

bave prudence in bis guiding,efficacy in his preaching, that he ad- 
moniſb the unruly,comfort thoſethat are of a low ſpirit and feeble 
heart, chear up the weak ones, that be be of a mild ſpirit towards 
all; and that be walk in bis calling as it is fitting to the glory of 
thy great name, to the advancement of the Kingdome of thy Son 
orr Lard, to the edification and conſolation of this Ghurch, and to 
the ſalvation of his own Soul, Amen. ; 8 


Aſter the Prayer ended, the Miniſter added and ſaid, in ordaiming 
and conſecrating bim,the two other Minifters, continuing their ww 
bands on bis bead with bim. a 


Nt he name and by the authority of the Almighty Go | 
It Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt; at the As | 
of the Conſiſtory of this Church, andaccording to che 


Commiſſton 
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2 | ee thee fb tiſte Stowppe,do conſecrate the an con. 
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God, and particularly of this Church; we give thee 
23 and authority, to preach the word of God, to di- 
i bute the Sacraments, to exerciſe the Eccleſiaſticall diſc 
cipline conformable to Gods word; and to do all the 
functions that appertain to the man of God, and Miui- 


ter of Gods word. 
And to the end that God ratifie in heaven that which we 


do here on earth, we beſcech him who is the God of peace, 
ws through the blood of the everlaſting covenant,bath brewgbt a- 
Heb.12.20 f Ain from the dead that great Shepherd of the ſheep, who is our 


21. , ord Jeſus Chrift, make youperfeF in cvery good work, to do 


bis will, working in you that which ic. wellpleafing in bis ſight, 
threugh Jeſus Chrift, o whom be glory for ever, and ever Amen. 
Then the two Minifters brought back the Miniſter, new- 


3 — Ty ordained and confirmed to the ſeat ofthe Minift. rs 


* who ſit between them both. And the Minifter aſcended 
the Pulpitzmade the ordinary prayer, but there where it 
concerned Paftors, he interlaced a prayer far che Minifter 
confirmed,and among other things concerning the laying 
on of the hands on his perſon. The prayer ended, he cau- 
ſed the Pſalm 133. to be ſung, O howhappy a thing it iz, and 
joyfull for to ſee brethren together faſt to hold, the band of amity, 
Se. and that according to the ſubjett, concerning the con- 
fecration of Aaron, and concord; then afrerward he bleſſed 
the people in the preſcribed form, jn che 6.chap. of Num- 
bers, The Lord blefſe thee and herp thee, th Lora male bis fore 10 
ſhine upon thee, and be gracious Amo thee tec. 

Afterwards the Paftours and Eiders entred into the 

. Confiftory, and as Fames, Cepbas and Fohn gave the right 
hand of fellowſhip to Pexl and Barnabas: ſo the three Pa- 
ſtors gave the right hand of fellowſhip to Mr.Stovppe th: ir 
fellow brother, wick convenient congratulations, and. 
ly wiſhes; then the brethren Elders one after another, 

the lireunto kim. 80 chis Action ended to the con · 
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